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2011 Accomplishments 
Chairman Paul Pecora of Mediacom guided our chamber through a year of continued economic 
volatility with careful thought, preparation and a foresightedness to assure our success. Below are 
examples of his diligence and guidance. 
>The creation of the Superstition and Lost Dutchman Leads Groups 
>Production of a tourism and lifestyle video through U Tube visible on the chamber website which 
received 1.8 million visits last year and is currently playing on the visitor center television. 
>Increased circulation of 16,000 copies of our Business Directory & Visitor Guides  
>Creation of two new events including the Festival of the Superstitions and the A.J. Chamber Busi-
ness Fair  
>Stimulated local spending through toy, clothing and food drives while promoting a shop local effort. 
>Improved tourism through a Sunny Arizona partnership with neighboring visitors bureaus and crea-
tion and distribution of Apache Junction brochures. 
>A Free Chamber Ambassador Business Training Series once a month class. 
 

Many thanks to Paul for his tremendous commitment to the Apache Junction Chamber of Com-
merce, staff and volunteers. Youôre efforts have positioned us for success in 2012 and beyond! 
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I sit here writing this in mid December, my first of 
twelve monthly messages.  It has been cloudy and 
raining for three days.  Not what I have been used 
to in the four years I have been an Arizona resident, 
but reminiscent of my many years of growing up and 
living in the mid-west, mostly Iowa.  Clouds, rain 
and snow are viewed differently here by most and 
are embraced, appreciated and enjoyed.  These 
days can be what ñcabin feverò is made of in other 
states.  Perception and attitude is everything! Our 
glass at the Apache Junction Chamber and busi-
ness community is definitely more than half full.  We 
have many reasons to look forward to a positive and 
successful year.  We will be able to look back on the 
accomplishments of 2012 with the same over-
whelming pride that we assess 2011 with.  These 
past and future achievements are not attributed to 

your Board Chair or Board of Directors.   Our chamber President Larry 
Johnson does yeomanôs work and I could write paragraphs about how 
hard he has worked and how he led us in the two short years he has 
been here, to unbelievable accomplishments, financial security and fiscal 
responsibility.  The primary reason we have and continue to enjoy the 
success of serving and meeting the needs of our business community 
and citizens, are the many volunteers that give their time and talents to 
their chamber and community.  As I said, I think perception is everything.  
What we sow, we reap. 

Our volunteers are the backbone of the chamber and the more we do the 
more volunteers we need.  So yes, I am asking you to call the chamber at 
(480) 982-3141 and say ñI want to volunteer and how can I help my 
chamber and community?ò 

I too am a volunteer of the chamber and I look forward to meeting our 
members and other volunteers.  We (the board and Larry) are always 
looking for ways to better serve our business community, area and con-
tinue to improve.  Always feel free to share your thoughts with any of us.  
I want to share some things about myself so you know who I am and 
hope you will seek me out and tell me about yourself.  I am interested.  I 
was raised mainly in Iowa, graduated from college with a BS Degree in 
Mortuary Science, and served in the U S Army and Viet Nam.  I managed 
two funeral home businesses for about 15 years and then co-owned my 
own funeral home in Burlington, Iowa for about 20 years.  I was active in 
those communities and chambers and also was President of Iowa Funer-
al Directors Association and active at the National level.  I have always 
enjoyed this service and giving back to the communities I lived in.  Deb-
bie, my wife of 41 years, and I moved to Apache Junction in October 
2007, just in time to escape the Iowa winter and enjoy Arizona.  I spent 
the first year and a half teaching people how to fly airplanes and gliders, 
my passion.  Since April of 2009, I have been general manager of Moun-
tain View Funeral Home and Cemetery in Mesa, enjoying the same family 
owned and family care centered business that I have been used to.  I 
joined the Apache Junction Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
two years ago and the executive board last year. 

I am looking forward to 2012 and working together with you to help con-
tinue the efforts and vision that make our chamber and community so 
successful. 

 

Steve Lewis  

2012 

Chamber of Commerce 

Board of Directors & Staff 

 

Executive Committee 

Chairman  -  Steve Lewis, Mountain View Funeral 

Home 

First Vice Chair - Peter Heck, Horizon Bay Vi-

brant Retirement Living 

Second Vice Chair-  Mark LeResche, Superstition 

Harley Davisson 

Secretary/Treasurer  - Don Breiland, Salt River 

Project 

Immediate Past Chair -  Paul Pecora, Mediacom 

 

Directors 

Chris Wodka, Central Arizona College 

Athena Hansing, Cable One Advertising 

Jim Lockwood, AJUSD 

Aaron McDermid, State Farm 

Thomas Puklin, Attorney 

Jodi Ehrlich, T.P.G. Tax & Accounting 

Reneeõ Schroeder, Three Phase Mechanical 

Monica Serpa, Sundance Health Care Services 

Courtney Kleinebreil CAAFA 

Kathryn Miller, Banner Health 
 

Ex Officio 

George Hoffman, City Manager - Apache Junction 

Steve Filipowicz, ED - Apache Junction 

 

Staff 

Larry Johnson, President/CEO 

ajchamberceo@qwestoffice.net 
 

Jan Long, Vice President of Operations 

ajchamber@qwestoffice.net 

567 West Apache Trail 

P.O. Box 1747 

Apache Junction, Arizona 85117-1747 

Phone: (480) 982-3141 

Fax: (480) 982-3234 

www.apachejunctioncoc.com 
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Welcome New Members 
 

 5¦¢/Ia!b /[¦. a9a.9w{ 
The following are members add 10% to their yearly dues  

ABCO Home Maintenance 
Action Sewer & Drain 
Aero Propane 
Apache Greyhound Park 
Apache Trail High School     
American Family Insurance- 
Salyer Agency 
Best Western Apache Junction 
Inn 
Elouise Brundrett 
Barleens Arizona Opry 
Brake Masters 
Coyote Coupon Book 
Edward Jones - Abe Dye 
Fillyôs Restaurant and Lounge 
Gold Canyon Bank 
 
 
 

Indian Summer Condomini-
ums 
J. Martin Business Consulting 
Judy Holder Insurance 
Lawrence C. Garrett VFW Post 
7968 
Majestic Ceremonies 
Mining Camp Restaurant 
Mountain View Funeral Home 
& Cemetery 
Papa Murphyôs Pizza 
Pinal County Recorder-Laura 
Dean-Lytle 
Superstition Inn & Suites 
The Adams Agency  
Weichert-Lake Realty 
Wauters & Wauters Inc. 

 

Thank You Renewed Members 
Aero Propane   6 Year Member 

AJI Sporting Goods   5 Year Member 

Apache Junction News 14 Year Member 

Arizona Winter Visitor Assoc   4 Year Member 

Art & Antique Fund   3 Year Member 

At Home Solutions   3 Year Member 

AZ Bead Depot   5 Year Member 

Caring Critters Animal Hospital 10 Year Member 

Central Arizona College 29 Year Member 

Cook Insurance 27 Year Member 

Desert Holiday RV Resort 15 Year Member 

E&B Safe and Lock   6 Year Member 

Edward Jones Investments 

Ruppert Office   4 Year Member 

Farrell's Business Printing   8 Year Member 

Friends of Apache Junction   2 Year Member 

Frontier Ace Hardware   6 Year Member 

Gold Canyon Bank   6 Year Member 

Mtn View Lutheran Church   4 Year Member 

NextCare Urgent Care 10 Year Member 

Red Mountain Carpet & Tile 13 Year Member 

Roy Pope Photography   5 Year Member 

Superstition Foothills Baptist 

Church   4 Year Member 

Superstition Horsemenôs Assoc.   5 Year Member 

Triple Nichol Properties 12 Year Member 

White Mountain Dermatology   6 Year Member 

 
CAC Small Business 
Development Center 

Jim Rhodes, Director 
540 N. Camino Mercado 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
520-494-6610 
F - 520-494-6612 
sbdc@centralaz.edu 
www.centralaz.edu/biz 
Business Counseling 

 
De La Cruz Mexican Grill 
Orlando Jenez 
5301 S. Superstition 
Mountain 
Gold Canyon, AZ  85118 
480-982-5401 
Delacruzmexicangrille@ 
gmail.com 
www.delacruzmexicangrill
e. com 

Restaurants 

 
Firstat Home Health  

Services 
Aaron Keffer 
7310 N. 16th Street #135 
Phoenix, AZ  85020 
602-279-0000 
Fð602-279-6666 
akeffer@firstat.com 
www.firstat.com 

Home Healthcare 

 
Fox Furniture 

Jim Fox 
4930 E. Main Street 
Mesa, AZ 85205 
480-924-8334 
F- 480-981-3633 
Fox1957@att.net 
www.foxfurniture.biz 

Furniture 
 

 
 
 

 
Fox Reliable Insurance 

Jim Fox or Heidi Higgins 
480-807-7753 
Fï 48-0-981-3633 
fox1957@att.net 
www.foxreliableinsurance.biz 

Insurance 

 
Millennium Star Publishing 
Pat Rullo/Bob Noe 
6641 S. Kings Ranch Road 
Suite 5 #124 
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 
480-9822-5997 
pat@millenniumstarpubl 
ishing.com 
www.millenniumstar 
publishing.com 
Book Publishing/Speaker 

Service 

 
MyArizonaDesertLiving.com 

Monty Stewart 
480-747-7997 
myarizonadesertliving@ 
gmail.com 
www.myarizonadesertliving
.com 

Travel/Daily Deals 

 
Phoenix Swap Meet 

P.O. Box 1417 
Lebec, CA 
818-367-1041 
kim@phoenixcarswapmeet. 
com 
Event Production Company 

 
Showtune Productions 

JR McAlexander 
480-980-4487 
jr@showtuneproductions 
.com 
www.showtuneproducations.com 

Event Production Company 
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<Hoping your businesses will 
find a pot of gold in 2012 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                           Superstition Leadôs Groupï Join today! 
                                                                             Contact the AJ Chamber for more information 

___________________________________________________ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Judy Lutzï AMVA    Graciously hosted by Barleenôs Arizona Opry          Monica Serpaï Sundance

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Larryï AJ Chamberï Emcee                  Jack Milpasï AWVA                     Tony Miranelloï Mountain Vista Medical Center 
 

Arizona Winter Visitor Association Welcome Back Bash 
November 14, 2011 at the Arizona Opry 


